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in arms, and women in the famed fabrics of Benares, and
the'masses in their white pilgrim-robes.
Nor must we fail to notice the great art arising during
this time at Amaravati, in south India—a sophisticated,
graceful, and sensuous sculpture; and at Anuradhapura
in Ceylon, with the strong and severe lines and the massive
forms of colossal Buddhas in contemplation—inspired
perhaps by the Yogi ideal of the Gita, 'still as a flame
burning clear in a windless place7. These artists caught
the very spirit of Indian religion at its best, whether Hindu
or Buddhist. Some of the oldest frescoes of Ajanta seem
to belong to this age. They represent a dark and slim
people with the same physique and costume which are
found at Amaravati.
The so-called Hindu Renaissance of the Gupta Era is
more truly an awakening of an India which has drunk
deep at both springs. The Buddhist images of Sarnath are
as typical of this awakening as the poems of Kalidasa* A
new intellectualism was in the air, reflected in architecture
and sculpture as much as in literature and science—a
logical beauty which reminds us in many ways of Greece
at its zenith, as in its spirit of adventure and of the zest of
life it reminds us of Elizabethan England. Of such times
poets like Shakespeare and Euripides and Kalidasa are as
typical as sculptors like Praxiteles or the unnamed masters
of Sarnath, or the- pioneers of a new science like Francis
Bacon and Aryabhatta and Archimedes,
And if the purpose of the great sculptor and painter is to
reveal the Hidden Beauty, this is the aim also of the
physicist and mathematician, and of the true poet, A great
religious impulse may have much to do with these secular
achievements, and nowhere is this clearer than in the India
of the fourth and fifth centuries of our era, Hindu philo-
sophy had aided Hindu religion in its passionate search
for the One behind the Many: Buddhism had emphasized
the unchanging ^amid change, the calm amidst turmoil, of
a Buddha meditating amidst the assaults of Mara, or
the lamentations of men and gods as he enters Nirvana.

